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I would just like to commend all the
good people at the Bach choir and con-
gratulate them on this 100th anniver-
sary of the Bach Festival.

——
IRAQI HYDROCARBON LAW

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The administration
sets several benchmarks for the Iraqi
Government, including the passage of
the hydrocarbon law by the par-
liament. The administration misled
this Congress by emphasizing only a
small part of this law, the so-called
“fair’’ distribution of oil revenues.

Consider the fact that the Iraqi hy-
drocarbon law contains a mere three
sentences that generally discuss the
“fair’’ distribution of oil. Except for
these three scant lines, the entire 33-
page hydrocarbon bill is about creating
a complex legal structure to facilitate
the privatization of Iraqi oil. As a mat-
ter of fact, yesterday, Vice President
CHENEY was in Baghdad specifically to
tell the Iraqi legislature they must
stay in session to pass this hydro-
carbon bill which hands Iraqi oil over
to foreign oil companies.

It is imperative that all of us look at
this carefully before we cast our vote
today.

Mr. Speaker, this war will never end
if the Iraqi people believe the U.S. gov-
ernment is trying to deliver its oil over
to U.S. oil companies.

————

HONORING ASTRONAUT WALTER
“WALLY” SCHIRRA

(Mr. BILBRAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of a life of accomplish-
ment of astronaut Walter ‘Wally”
Schirra and express the condolences of
a grateful Nation to his entire family.

Wally passed away last Thursday at
the age of 84, leaving behind a wife, Jo-
sephine, and daughter, Suzanne, and
Walter Schirra III.

In a world where we place a premium
on innovation and discovery, Wally was
a pioneer in both.

Mr. Speaker, the history of man is
measured on a timeline of exploration,
and for Walter Schirra, it was his life.
Pushing the limits of discovery, deter-
mined to work harder and go farther
than anyone before him, Wally had the
distinction of being the fifth American
in space and the third American in
orbit on an adventure that includes six
circlings of the globe that lasted more
than 9 hours.

He led a lifetime built on breaking
barriers, laying the groundwork for fu-
ture lunar landings. On December 15,
1965, he piloted the Gemini 6 in what
was to be the first attempted ren-
dezvous by two-manned spacecraft in
space. Three years later, in October of
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1968, he concluded his third and final
mission when he was launched as com-
mander of Apollo 7, the first manned
Apollo mission. This flight made Com-
mander Schirra the only Mercury as-
tronaut to fly aboard Mercury, Gemini
and Apollo spacecrafts.

His lifetime of achievement also in-
cluded a decorated record of service in
the United States military. In Korea,
he flew 90 combat missions and was
credited with downing at least one MIG
fighter. His courage and valor was
eventually recognized with three dis-
tinguished flying crosses, two air med-
als and two NASA Distinguished Serv-
ice Medals and induction into the Na-
tional Aviation Hall of Fame.

While he was remembered most for
his contributions in the United States
space program, Wally also made tre-
mendous strides in advancing the ef-
forts of the Reuben H. Fleet Aerospace
Museum in San Diego.

While he was no longer to venture
out into outer space, Wally took off on
his 35-foot sailboat. I guess he figured
if the skies were no longer available to
him, he would instead canvass the
oceans.

Astronaut ‘““Wally’’ Schirra will al-
ways have a place in our Nation’s his-
tory, an inspiring figure of humble be-
ginnings with daring dreams, a pioneer
of our space program who helped the
United States win the race against the
Soviet Union in the space race.

While we mourn the loss of this re-
markable man, we should celebrate his
great life of achievements. We can rest
assured that his legacy will be long felt
by many generations yet to come.

———

DEMOCRATS ARE WILLING TO
WORK WITH THE PRESIDENT
BUT WE ARE NOT GOING TO
RUBBER-STAMP HIS WAR

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, Iraq
must be held responsible. No one can be
forced to have a democracy; they must
want to themselves.

The Iraqi government must meet the
security, political and economic bench-
marks that they have set for them-
selves. I would think that every Mem-
ber of this Congress would want to hold
the Iraqi Government accountable for
the promises it has made earlier this
year.

On our supplemental, the bill fully
funds the troops for the next 2 to 3
months, ensuring that they have every-
thing they need to conduct their mis-
sion. The bill includes additional fund-
ing to include improve military readi-
ness above the President’s request. The
bill includes additional $1.8 billion for
veterans’ health care above the Presi-
dent’s request. The bill also includes
additional funding for the troops above
what the President has requested. It is
time for us to hold the Iraqi govern-
ment responsible and ask them to come
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up to the plate as we have done our-
selves.

———

ALLOW AMERICANS TO KEEP
THEIR MONEY

(Mr. CAMPBELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, we learned this week that in
April of this year, the Federal Govern-
ment received more tax revenue in that
month than in any month ever in the
history of the Republic. It results in an
over 11 percent increase in revenue to
the government this year, on top of
over an 11 percent increase last year
and an almost 15 percent increase the
year before that. But, yet, the budget
that the Democrats propose includes
the largest tax increase in American
history as they continue to impose tax
increase after tax increase after tax in-
crease. The question is, why? When
Federal Government revenues have in-
creased over 37 percent in the last 3
years, why do we want to increase
spending by 40 percent in 3 years, 50
percent, 60 percent? Why? We should
not be confiscating more money from
the people in order to increase govern-
ment. We should be allowing the people
to keep more of their own money so
that the economy can continue to
grow.

————

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS AND BRING
THEM HOME

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, more than 4
years ago the House of Representatives
authorized a war in Iraq based on mis-
representations that were false, $2 bil-
lion a week and climbing. Today, we
have an opportunity to support our
troops and bring them home when the
House will vote to fully fund the safe
and timely withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Iraq. Last November, the Amer-
ican people gave Congress an over-
whelming mandate to end the occupa-
tion of Iraq.

On this day, Mr. Speaker, we can de-
cide whether we stand with the Presi-
dent to continue to support a failed
policy with no end, or stand with the
American people and our generals, who
understand there is no military solu-
tion to this civil war and occupation in
Iraq.

H.R. 2237 reflects the goal of the Lee
amendment to fully fund the safe and
timely withdrawal of our troops from
Iraq. It is responsible, it is practical, it
does not cut the funding. But it des-
ignates what the supplemental can be
used for, and that is to fully fund a safe
withdrawal and redeployment and help
the Iraqis stabilize their country with
a diplomatic, social, and reconstruc-
tion effort.

This occupation cannot be won mili-
tarily. I urge my colleagues to support
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the goals of H.R. 2237 and to vote for it,
because those of us who worked so hard
on the Lee amendment prior to today
support this and want to see a strong
vote for it.

——
7 1045

CONGRESS SUPPORTS EDUCATION
IN TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, as a
former school chief serving in Con-
gress, I rise today to commemorate Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week.

All across America this week, our
Nation’s school children, parents,
PTAs and others are gathering to show
their appreciation to the professional
educators who work every day to make
their futures brighter. Teacher Appre-
ciation Week is a great opportunity to
stop and pay tribute to the profession
that shapes the world of tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to note that this new Democratic Con-
gress is doing its part to support edu-
cation in our communities. Democrats
rejected President Bush’s misguided
educational budget cuts. Earlier this
year, the House passed a balanced
budget resolution that provides billions
of dollars more for the non-neglected
priorities like Head Start, secondary
education, the Individuals With Dis-
ability Act and important initiatives.

In addition, my colleagues and I have
crafted bipartisan legislation to pro-
vide critical investment in our school
construction and modernization across
this country. The Rangel-Ramstad-
Etheridge America Better Classrooms
Act will provide $25 billion in interest-
free bonds for local schools. This bill
will make a difference in our commu-
nities, our children and our teachers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in this piece of legislation on
National Teacher Appreciation Week.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
MEMORY OF KATIE M. SOENKSEN

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate the life and the
memory of PFC Katie Soenksen, who
graduated from Davenport North High
School in 2005 and died in an explosion
on May 2 in West Baghdad, Iraq, while
conducting a security mission in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

Katie was a 19-year-old woman from
Davenport, Iowa, who was a member of
the 410th Military Police Company
from Fort Hood, Texas. She left behind
a loving family, including her parents,
Ron and Mary Ann Soenksen, a broth-
er, Matthew, from Davenport, and a
sister, Sarah, from Blue Springs, Mis-
souri.

Katie’s friends and family remember
her as a fun-loving, energetic young
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woman who loved bowling, playing
softball and spending time with her
friends.

Mr. Speaker, as we come to the floor
every day and decide important public
policy issues that affect the lives of
people like Katie Soenksen, I hope we
all remember that this is something we
are all in together, and the lives of fu-
ture generations of Americans are af-
fected by the policies that we set on
this floor.

———

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF
CHICAGO FOR BEING CHOSEN TO
REPRESENT THE UNITED
STATES TO HOST THE 2016 OLYM-
PIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of the Senate con-
current resolution (S. Con. Res. 28)
congratulating the City of Chicago for
being chosen to represent the United
States in the international competi-
tion to host 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games, and encouraging
the International Olympic Committee
to select Chicago as the site of the 2016
Olympic and Paralympic Games, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate concur-
rent resolution, as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 28

Whereas the City of Chicago has been se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee to represent the United States in its
bid to host the 2016 Summer Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas by 2016, 20 years will have passed
since the Summer Olympics were held in a
city in the United States;

Whereas Chicago is a world-class city with
remarkable diversity, culture, history, and
people;

Whereas the citizens of Chicago take great
pride in all aspects of their city and have a
deep love for sports;

Whereas Chicago already holds a place in
the international community as a city of im-
migrants from around the world, who are
eager to be ambassadors to visiting Olympic
athletes;

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games will be played in the heart of Chicago
so that athletes and visitors can appreciate
the beauty of the downtown parks and lake-
front;

Whereas Chicago is one of the transpor-
tation hubs of the world and can provide ac-
cessible transportation to international visi-
tors through extensive rail, transit, and
motorways infrastructure, combined with
the world-class O’Hare and Midway Inter-
national Airports;

Whereas the motto of the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Chicago would be
‘‘Stir the Soul,” and the games would inspire
citizens around the world, both young and
old;

Whereas a Midwestern city has not hosted
the Olympic Games since the 1904 games in
St. Louis, Missouri, and the opportunity to
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host the Olympics would be an achievement
not only for Chicago and for the State of Illi-
nois, but also for the entire Midwest;

Whereas hosting the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games would provide substan-
tial local, regional, and national economic
benefits;

Whereas Mayor Richard M. Daley, Patrick
Ryan, and members of the Chicago 2016 Com-
mittee have campaigned tirelessly to secure
Chicago’s bid to host the Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas through the campaign to be se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, Chicago’s citizens, officials, workers,
community groups, and businesses have dem-
onstrated their ability to come together to
exemplify the true spirit of the Olympic
Games and the City of Chicago; and

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games represent the best of the human spirit
and there is no better fit for hosting this
event than one of the world’s truly great cit-
ies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the City of Chicago on se-
curing the bid to represent the United States
in the international competition to host the
2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games; and

(2) encourages the International Olympic
Committee to select Chicago as the site of
the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SMALL BUSINESS FAIRNESS IN
CONTRACTING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 383 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1873.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1873) to reauthorize the programs and
activities of the Small Business Ad-
ministration relating to procurement,
and for other purposes, with Mr. CROW-
LEY (Acting Chairman) in the chair.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the
Committee of the Whole rose on
Wednesday, May 9, 2007, amendment
No. 8 printed in House Report 110-137
by the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) had been disposed of.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHATRMAN
The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments on
which further proceedings were post-
poned, in the following order:
Amendment No. 4, as modified, by
Mr. SESTAK of Pennsylvania.
Amendment No. 2 by Mr. SHULER of
North Carolina.
Amendment No. 3 by Ms. BEAN of Illi-
nois.
The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes
the time for any electronic vote after
the first vote in this series.
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